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David Smith is a Senior Investment Director based in Singapore at Aberdeen Standard Investments, 
where he leads ESG research and integration across Asia. David heads the Asia Responsible 
Investing pod, which oversees the day-to-day running of the Asian Sustainable Development Equity 
Fund and is a member of the GEM Responsible Investing pod. He is also responsible for leading 
engagement with board members and management of Aberdeen Standard Investments’ investee 
companies in Asia. David spearheads our public advocacy on ESG issues, representing the company 
at leading international organisations dedicated to improving corporate best practice. He has 
appeared frequently at regional conferences and industry round tables, and has written for various 
newspapers and professional publications globally.  

Before joining Aberdeen in 2011, he worked for ISS as head of Asia (ex-Japan) research. David has a 
PhD in Corporate Governance and an MA in Corporate Strategy and Governance from the 
University of Nottingham and a BSc in Business Economics from the University of Wales. He is a CFA 
Charterholder.  
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